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Welcome 
  

The purpose of this prospectus is to provide parents with information on the aims of 
our nursery sessions. Having read it, we hope you will have gained some insight into 
the learning opportunities experienced by the children and the context in which those 
experiences are offered. 
 

We believe it is important to work in partnership with you and your children to develop 
and build on their skills to create the best opportunities for their future. We will work 
hard to communicate your child’s achievement throughout school, discussing targets 
and plans to support their progress on a regular basis. 
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stepping Stone Pre-School 

and Nursery 
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“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their 

potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and 

five have a major impact on their future life chances.  A secure, safe and happy childhood is 

important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the 

foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years’ providers must meet 

to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe.  It promotes teaching 

and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of 

knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and 

life.” 

(Extract from the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2014, Department for Education) 

 

 

 

We aim to deliver our Early Years Curriculum in a sensitive, caring and exciting environment specifically 

geared to the needs of each individual child. We work within the statutory standards of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage, which is the framework for children up to the age of five, and that sets out seven key 

areas of learning around which activities should be based.  Our aim is for each child to be well on the 

way to completing their personal Early Learning Goals by the time they enter reception class in Primary 

School. We do this by providing: 

 • quality and consistency, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind 

• a secure foundation through learning and development opportunities which are planned around 
the needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed and reviewed regularly 

 • partnership working between our practitioners and parents/carers 

• equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included 
and supported 

 

Stepping Stone Pre-School is dedicated to early year’s education and, as such, creates a learning space 

dedicated to the diversity of the individual. 
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Nursery Sessions 
When your child starts afternoon school at Stepping Stone they will be in an environment which is 

both inspiring and, if your child attends our pre-school, familiar to them; they know the building, their 

friends and the teaching staff very well by this stage and are confident within the learning process. 

We offer a lot within an average Nursery session at Stepping Stone Pre-School at a very different pace 

compared to our pre-school sessions with many added opportunities and challenges to trigger 

learning. We have an excellent adult to child ratio of 1:5 that enables us to provide special ‘extras’. 

We believe children should be provided with experiences and support which will help them to 

develop a positive sense of themselves and of others; respect for others; social skills; and a positive 

disposition to learn. 

Early childhood is a special time.  It is the foundation on which we build our lives.  Education should 

be a positive and happy experience conducted in a familiar and relaxed environment; where the 

children feel free to explore and learn, where children feel part of the community and where parents 

are welcome. There is no difference between working and playing for a child!  Often what adults think 

of as ‘play’ is the time when our children are learning most of all. 

We are very proud of our Nursery sessions and work tirelessly to meet the needs of each individual 

child. Because we are a private provider we are not restricted by the restraints of the next stages of 

the curriculum. 

Cooking 
We have always cooked with the children as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. 

Here at Stepping Stone a small group of children work very closely together each week to make 

something a little more ambitious. Over the course of half a term, each child will have looked more 

closely at weighing and measuring, observing the changes as the 

ingredients are mixed together, experience the joy of washing-up 

and wallow in the satisfaction as they take home something 

special like a cake or quiche. This is a very hands-on experience 

where children grow in confidence and personal achievement and 

gain an awareness of healthy eating balanced with the value of 

exercise and sleep. 
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Hartbeeps 

Kirstie brings Hartbeeps to us every Monday afternoon.  It is 

a half hour session full of hands on learning and 

participation.  Hartbeeps put the children at the heart of 

their story as they explore the Happy House and beyond! The 

children experience music, drama, creative play, dance and 

movement all set to a fantastic soundtrack of remixed 

nursery rhymes, funky original kid’s songs and familiar 

lullabies. Happy House is all about confidence as well as 

physical and emotional development. Hartbeeps helps prepare our children’s young minds for a 

lifetime of learning through play. 

 

 

Yoga 
Jacqueline is our yoga teacher. We feel very lucky to have her come to Stepping Stone. She greets 

each child with a smile and raises our awareness of all things healthy. Our weekly Yoga session is on 

Thursday afternoon and lasts half an hour. The 

children's attention is held firm as we navigate 

through familiar stories; adding yoga to the stories 

that we know so well allows the children to take part 

fully. Yoga develops many wonderful qualities in 

children. Yoga can sharpen the child's ability to 

focus, give self-confidence, and develop self-

discipline. Yoga, practiced regularly, helps children 

develop self-awareness from the inside out. 
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Ballet/Dance 
Miss Gemma from Splitz school of dance and 

drama brings ballet to us every Wednesday 

afternoon.  We feel very lucky to have her come to 

Stepping Stone. It is a half hour session which is 

combination of basic ballet movements, dance, 

music and performance. Miss Gemma presents 

dance in a fun and engaging way with familiar 

music. Ballet helps enhance the children’s sensory 

awareness and cognition, which includes attention, memory and learning. Ballet promotes a child’s 

physical strength and agility and can boost concentration, develop an understanding of music and 

rhythm and generate a love of movement as well as helping balance control and posture. Ballet also 

has emotional benefits for a child as it helps to improve a child’s mental and emotional health. 

Ballet can instil a sense of pride and accomplishment, which can boost self-esteem and as the child 

improves and masters more challenging movement combinations, they feel more self-assured, 

which can carry over into other areas of their lives. 

 

Superstar Sports 

Superstar sports are committed to providing our 

nursery children with a physical education 

curriculum that is memorable and where high-

quality learning is always present. They cover a 

range of PE Curriculum topics, in which a variety 

of sports and exercises are taught to the children, 

focusing on agility, balance, coordination and 

movement. Superstar Sports understand the 

importance of effective planning to ensure that all our children can make the maximum progress.  
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Understanding the World 

The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation 

Stage states that Understanding of the world ‘involves 

guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 

their community through opportunities to explore observe 

and find out about people places technology and the 

environment’.  Through thorough planning these are 

included in all our sessions.  On a Friday afternoon our 

Nursery aged children are now looking in more depth at the 

science and nature part of this area of learning.  Each week an exciting experiment or natural 

experience will be included in the session.   

 

 

 

Sewing 
One of the more traditional pastimes which we see less & less of 

in education these days is sewing.  However, it allows us to 

explore technology from the past, because we use the hand 

sewing technique to encourage good hand/eye co-ordination 

and to develop the child’s fine motor skills. We use this is a time 

for discussion between the children as we explore how 

important fabric is to us within our individual cultures. It offers 

an opportunity to expand their vocabulary, discover lots of different textures and understand how 

fabrics can be altered and changed by needle and thread. The children all have the opportunity to 

create something unique of which they are proud. 
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IT 
We are very fortunate to have a wide range of IT equipment. 

In early years IT is more than just computer based 

equipment; it covers a wide range of toys and equipment 

that can be worked by pushing or pulling a button. The 

children have access to touch screen technology with the 

use of tablets which, being mobile; can be used in all areas 

of the setting and supporting the curriculum. Children are 

also given the opportunity to use programmable toys, a digital camera and electronic cooking 

equipment. All this helps them develop the skills needed to be able to complete simple tasks and 

prepares the way for them to take their first steps into the world of computer technology. 

 

 

  



Stepping Stone Pre-School Prospectus for Nursery Sessions   
September 2020 

 
P a g e  | 8 

Members of Staff 

Stepping Stone is staffed by qualified practitioners dedicated to teaching the Early Years curriculum 

following the guidelines laid down by the ‘Department for Education’. Our staff are constantly 

assessing and refreshing their teaching practice through further training in teaching strategies. Each 

member of staff has a first aid qualification and are trained in safe-guarding children. These 

qualifications are updated at regular intervals.  

 

Lisa Geary 
EARLY YEARS MANAGER, Level 3 
Special Educational Needs Support 
Safeguarding Officer 
 
Terri Williams 
EARLY YEARS DEPUTY MANAGER & ADMINISTRATOR  Level 3 
Safeguarding Lead 
Student Liaison 
Special Educational Needs Coordinator 
 
Karen Taylor-Brooks 
EARLY YEARS PRACTITIONER, Level 3 
 
Jodie Green 
EARLY YEARS ASSISTANT, Level 2  
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Planning the Curriculum  

Good planning is essential in order to provide a broad and balanced curriculum within which the 

unique needs of each individual child are met.  In order to deliver a fully rounded curriculum, Stepping 

Stone Pre-School not only identifies what the children should learn but also takes into account how 

the teaching will take place. Detailed planning at Stepping Stone is carried out on a half termly basis 

in order to fulfil the needs of the children we have at that time. By taking this view, we deliver a more 

personal learning regime aimed at the needs of the children.  

All our curriculum guidance is taken from the Department for Education’s ‘Statutory Framework for 

the Early Years Foundation Stage 2014’   

The curriculum offered at Stepping Stone Pre-School, offers a full range of experiences,       

opportunities and activities specifically geared to promote the completion of all ‘Early Learning Goals’ 

as laid down by the EYFS and to promote the learning of each individual child. 

 
The principles which guide the work of all early years’ practitioners are grouped into four themes:  

• A Unique Child. Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 

capable, confident and self-assured. 

• Positive Relationships. Children learn to be strong and independent though positive relationships. 

• Enabling Environments. Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their 

experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between 

practitioners and carers. 

• Learning and Development. Children develop and learn in different ways.  The framework covers 

the education and care of all children in early year’s provision, including children with special 

educational needs and disabilities.   

 

The learning experience continues at all times. During Child Initiated Learning (CIL) the children 

choose what they want to play with and staff support them with their chosen activity.  Children learn 

so much when given the option to explore their own choices and they also take inspiration from their 

surroundings. Stepping Stone provides an atmosphere where the children are encouraged to ask 

questions and feel comfortable in the classroom environment. 

 

 
We are fortunate to be the Pre-School in the Park.  We 

are able to go on nature walks and take advantage of 

our surroundings.  We are very much an outside school 

and strive to take on the challenges outside brings. We 
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.    

 

At Stepping Stone, detailed planning happens at various levels. 

• Long Term (The curriculum themes over the year) 

• Medium Term (More detailed plans over half a term) 

• Short term (A specific, detailed plan for each session) 

These plans bring together the overall aim and teaching objective. It provides the opportunity to list 

our values and priorities for each teaching activity and takes a closer look at how each part of the 

curriculum will be delivered. In order to do this successfully, we always aim to: 

• Build on the child’s existing knowledge. 

• Create links with other areas of learning. 

• Deliver a curriculum which gives each child access to all 7 areas of learning. Most importantly, we 

endeavour to develop personal and social skills in order for the child to be confident and 

enthusiastic about learning. 

• We take into account the learning needs of the individual, including those children with special 

educational needs.  

• Steer each child toward achieving the ‘Early Learning Goals’.  

 

 

 

 

 

Early Learning Goals  
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Stepping Stone Pre-School works toward the aims of the ‘Early Learning Goals’. Whilst children 

progress at different rates and the achievement of each individual child will vary, all children are 

offered a curriculum which enables them to make maximum progress toward the completion of 

these outcomes. There are seven areas of learning within the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Seven Areas of Learning 

Prime Areas 
1. Personal Social and Emotional Development 

2. Communication and Language 

3. Physical Development 

Specific Areas 
4. Literacy 

5. Mathematics 

6. Understanding the World 

7. Expressive Arts and Design 

Taken together as a set curriculum, the seven areas of learning address the educational needs of 

four year olds and, if this takes part in a setting where they feel comfortable and well settled, it 

forms an excellent spring- board onto reception class when the time comes for them to join Primary 

school.  
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Moving On 

We work closely with all the schools our children will be moving on to. We accompany them on 

transition meetings to their new schools and teachers from the reception classes visit the children 

here at Stepping Stone. 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Working in Partnership with Parents  

Learning is a shared family responsibility. Stepping Stone informs parents about the aims and              

objectives each half term by providing a full curriculum plan so that you can back up your child's 

learning at home. We are committed to a shared strategy for family learning and by keeping parents 

informed and working together we can make a considerable contribution to the depth of a child’s 

level of learning within their early years. Some of the ways in which we hope to foster home/school 

links are:  

Firm Foundations 
Firm Foundations is a programme written especially for children and their parents; it is designed 

principally to support communication, language and literacy in the early year’s foundation stage.  

Reading and writing are complex activities requiring a range of skills and abilities. The Firm 

Foundations Programme incorporates activities to support the generic skills needed to be successful 

at school and gives children opportunities to gain some of the knowledge, skills, understanding and 

attitudes needed to learn. Firm Foundations has been introduced nationwide into nursery and 

reception classes and now pre-schools have been given the opportunity to use the training and 

materials to include parents in the National Curriculum.   

We aim for our children to be 

capable, confident and 

walking ten feet tall as they 

face the transition from 

Stepping Stone to Reception. 
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School Library 
Children will have the opportunity to choose 

a book from school each week to take home 

to be read with their family. Sharing books 

builds a link between the cover and 

illustrations within the book and the literary 

content. It helps to raise awareness of word 

formation and aids in the development of 

language and vocabulary. We have a new 

range of Oxford Reading Tree books which are wordless.  The stories reflect the experiences of most 

4 year olds and give you the opportunity to discuss the pictures and create your own stories. These 

books are part of the same series used by the local Primary schools so our Nursery children are already 

familiar with the characters when they start Reception class. 

Supporting each child in Learning and Development 
We aim to support the child to remain an effective and motivated learner by providing activities that 

encourage: playing, exploring, active learning and thinking critically – all of which underpin 

development and learning across all areas. 

The characteristics of effective learning are Playing and Exploring – engaging with opportunities on 

hand, Active Learning – finding the motivation and Creating and Thinking Critically – thinking. All of 

these vital elements represent the ingredients for solid foundations of learning and a happy and 

fulfilled child – confident to ‘try’ and ‘have a go!’ 

Further Information 
www.steppingstonepreschool.org.uk 

www.hertsdirect.org/services/edlearn/admissions 

www.welwynknebworthcc.org.uk/ 


